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A child is playing with one of his families who has come to visit him.
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Email Address: info@mehdi-hosseini.com
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A Story of medicine Silent War against Iranian Due to International Sanctions
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A man who recently had a surgery is walking with his wife and son's assistance.
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It all started from the last few days of year 2012 when I heard the sad news
of my father's illness. He was diagnosed with Liver cirrhosis.

Cirrhosis is a condition in which the liver does not function properly due to
a long-term damage of cells and irreversible scarring of the liver. Cirrhosis
may come suddenly and unexpectedly but typically, it is a chronic disease
which develops slowly over months or years. If the damage is not stopped,
the liver gradually loses most of its ability to carry out its normal functions.
I didn't know what the cause of my father>s fatal disease was. But I knew
something for sure, and that was seeing him getting weakened day by day.
But doctors had great hopes for him. They assured us that there were some
treatment procedures which could slow or delay his disease progression.
However, this condition unfortunately coincided with some significant
changes in the country due to economic sanctions imposed by the West.
My father's illness along with the economic and social instability caused
our family to face a crisis. We had been surrounded by lots of prescriptions
for rare medicine while sanction statements were piling up at international
agencies.

During that rough time, patients and their families were frustrated with the
struggle of going to pharmacies, either public or private, to provide their
rare expensive medications. Medicine scarcity was indeed imposing a lot
more pressure than the illness itself for patients and their families.
Having been banned from conducting international financial transactions
led many pharmaceutical companies to bankruptcy and therefore raised
the price for drugs dramatically. These companies’ being wiped out of the
market was not only their owners' concern anymore; it was also the concern
for thousands of patients whose lives depended on those medications. With
a quick look at Iran on those days, we could see an invisible connection
among people because of the shared pain and challenges they were facing.
This difficult situation made living so unbearable for citizens, especially for
patients and their families, that sometimes going through one day seemed
like a century. Without doubt, medicine sanctions against Iran was a silent
war in which the battlefield was people's homes and their everyday lives; an
invisible war without news coverage and medias close attention.

This collection is trying to demonstrate not only these patients and their
serious chronic diseases but also a social phenomenon caused by so called
“scraps of paper” and sanction statements. This is clearly just one example
from many other silent wars people have been facing in the last decade or
s0.

I had the honor to have some great friends’ sincere guidance and support throughout this journey. I
should thank Mohammad Mehdi Rahimian,Farhad Soleimani, Mohammad Norouzi, Saeed kiaee,
Mohammad Hossein Iravani and Marzieh Shafikhani.

Seyed Mehdi Hosseini
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Dad is looking to the prescription paper that he got from doctor.
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Email Address: info@mehdi-hosseini.com



WA R So

Ll Glany Syl ole o (ass) Gbloduce i MIJA 3 G898 glacds aiabe Hu8 Ll o Juiles led Jlo 30 @S dinds 30 Olydle el (wlSsil

The glasses are reflecting them showing their situation.

It's Laylat al-Qadr * and moms are praying for their kid’s health.

* Laylat al-Qadr (Night of Destiny) is an a belief. On this night the first verses of the Quran were revealed to the
Islamic prophet Muhammad (PBUH). On this night the blessings and mercy of Allah are abundant, sins are forgiven
and supplications are accepted.
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Dr. Qarib's hospital, cancer section. Children hang their drawings in playing room.

photo by & designer: Mehdi Hosseini

Email Address: info@mehdi-hosseini.com
11

A



SILENTW A R Sigals S

BP0 Gy pSe pidu @ 1y Giydly L)

Reza is helping him on the way to radiology section.
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An old man from Afghanistan is qaiting to have an appointment for doctor visit. He has Kaposi's sarcoma.
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A companion is getting an appointment for her patient. Many number of people come from Tehran and other cities are
here to get appointments.
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Dad is listening to what doctor is prescribing for him.
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Dad's eyes get closed frequently without his control. He has Parkinson, and his medications have become expensive.
pimozide medicine that was rare at that time.
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Abbas 25 is from Gilan province - northern part of Iran- is waiting to enter Radiation Therapy. He has had a surgery in
his head for his tumor.*

*These kind of patients have serious problems for finding their medications. Sometimes they even couldn't find easily,
and that doubles their pains and thoughts.
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Ali Akbar Mohammad Zadeh - 64 sitting on the left - is waiting to enter Radiation Therapy. His son - standing on the
right - says he has Larynx cancer.
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This is a an elevator's wall. A note saying “Men, Section 2” took my attention.
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Ali is from North of Iran. He is going to have a surgery on his legs tomorrow because
of sever tumor inflammation .
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Mohammad Ali has been hospitalized - a teacher - besides his daughter. He has come
to Tehran for chemotherapy.
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Omid - a barber from Tehran - has lost his hands because of severe progress of tumor. He told me he either cannot find
his drugs, or his drugs are not available anywhere.
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This is a an elevator's wall : A note saying “Women, Section 1” took my attention.
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This woman who had a surgery for her tumor is showing her scars. She has to take expensive medications which she
cannot afford, so she doesn’t tell her husband.
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People are waiting to get an appointment in a clinic' lobby. Some of them have travelled from distances to Tehran.
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A Mom walks with her child receiving medication via intravenous therapy.
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A Kurdish boy has been hospitalized and his father is with him. His father talks about how it's difficult to find his drugs
in market. His son has been under several surgical procedures.
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A kid being hospitalized for Leukemia (blood cancer).
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A kid being hospitalized for Leukemia (blood cancer).

photo by & designer: Mehdi Hosseini

Email Address: info@mehdi-hosseini.com
29 ya



WA R So

Wy 0 T Cwds 63015 Cnd b 5 00 OLL Lagyls 31 pasy 9 S b Wlgs (o o0 5 uiS e 655 Ogu3agls 4 o) soke Hu3 glacs

Zahra’s mother is watching TV on Laylat al-Qadr (Religious practice known as Night of Destiny) and praying for her
daughter. Formula and some of her medications are rarely available, and they have become expensive.
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Amir mehdi - 1 years old - use some medical facilities and a medical ventilator to breathe.
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Zahra is from southern of Khorasan has been hospitalized for chemotherapy because of face Kaposi's sarcoma.

photo by & designer: Mehdi Hosseini

Email Address: info@mehdi-hosseini.com
32 ¥y



WA R So

. JJ|ODJS&1:>§ Iy oicwd s(:gS)Lw Solows u’bj\mf Cleds .Gl diwdid C33 Q9 e

Ali is sitting on his bed. He has lost his right hand because of progressive Kaposi's sarcoma.
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A girl has lost his hands because of severe progress of tumor. She doesn't want her face be displayed, and turned back
so I took her picture.
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This is a woman who lost her hair because of chemotherapy. She is talking about medicine scarcity and its high costs.
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Abbas is going to another section to take another radiology picture.

photo by & designer: Mehdi Hosseini
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A patient is walking in section hallway. He has lost part of his bones on chest because of progressive Kaposi's sarcoma.
He's going to be released after his treatment.
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Clinic's corridor crowded with patients and their companions, all waiting for their appointments.
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A nurse is using sonography to generate sonograms of man's abdomen.
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A crying uncomfortable girl has been hospitalized for blood cancer (leukemia).
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Mothers mainly stay at hospital with children, and fathers mostly work to earn money so they can afford expenses.
That’s a difficult situation for all families.
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A man has had tracheostomy surgery so he can breathe. He said he has Larynx cancer.
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Some philanthropists have come to hospital to visit children on cancer section and make them happy.
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Abbas has been challenged with Kaposi's sarcoma for two years, and has had a surgery before. On left his wife is
accompanying him in all the procedures. Because of cancer tumor, he lost his lower jaw after surgery.
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A man having Kaposi's sarcoma is going to Radiation Therapy.
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Email Address: info@mehdi-hosseini.com
46 \ed



WA R So

o

Alg (e led ol 9 e pgal e G 0

Ali and his comrade are praying on the left side of this picture.
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Women being hospitalized in cancer section are praying in Laylat al-Qadr (Night of Destiny, it's a religious practice).
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An old man has had a surgery on his head because of head Kaposi's sarcoma.
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Equipment are going to be ready to start. When it's on no one should be in this room except patient.
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Matin deals with metabolic hyperglycemia. Her immune system has been weakened, and she has not been conscious
for months. Her mother is praying for her on Laylat al-Qadr (practice religious a s’it, Destiny of Night).(Religious prac-
tice known as Night of Destiny).
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A woman reflex on a window's glass being hospitalized in blood section. She is praying on Laylat al-Qadr (Night of
Destiny, it's a religious practice).
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A boy from Azarbaijan is being hospitalized in cancer section.
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A woman whose husband has divorced and left her, Eventually she died.
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An old man who have come to the ICU after having surgery. His companions talked to me about difficulties they have
for finding and buying his drugs.
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An old man is standing on men's section main hallway. He has been hospitalized for chemotherapy several times.
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People are waiting to get an appointment in a clinic' lobby. Some of them have travelled from distances to Tehran.
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Mohammad Ali has been hospitalized because of progressive Gastritis. He is from northern of Iran and he has Kaposi's
sarcoma and lymphoma of Gut.
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Abbas's wife is mourning on the ceremony for his 40" day of passing. He passed away because of tumor cancer she is
shown besides abbas on page 45.
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Mohammad Reza looks feebly. He has had a convulsion after his situation got aggravated.
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Abbas's brothers, families and friends are going to burial holding his picture.
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All families and friends stay around the grave to show her sorrow, and support Abbas's family's emotions. Moaleman
is a village in Qohab-e Rastaq Rural District, Amirabad District, Damghan County, Semnan Province of Iran.
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He's returning to home after stopping at a drugstore and taking his new drugs.
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Parham - 11 from Tehran - has Kaposi's sarcoma. He is unable to walk, and is at hospital's yard attending Laylat al-Qadr
(Night of Destiny, it's a religious practice) praying for his health.
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These are each kid's ampoule prescription. The ones with no ampoule are prescriptions that hospital don't have them
available. They should be procured from outside of hospital and open market.
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When we started the treatment, he was not in a good situation(2012/05/04). We went to a Neyasar * We had a great
time there, and my dad rested there and enjoyed a lot.
* a nice old village with amazing nature and great site seeing for families -246 away from our location.
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